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Thomas Nast’s Boss Tweed and the Tammany Ring
	The “Boss Tweed and Tammany Ring” was edited by History.com Editors 2021, https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/boss-tweed-delivered-to-authorities 
People
William M. Magear
· Hall
· Sweeny 
· Connolly
· Nast 
Symbols used
· Contractors = fraud
· Kickbacks = corrupt dealings
The cartoon has the overall message of highlighting the corrupt dealings and cronyism that was evident in the governance of politician William Magear ‘Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall. William M. Tweed was a renowned politician in New York who was the leader of Tammany during the late 1860s. He appointed various city officials thereby controlling the city government (Fralick p.111). Thus he retrieved a significant volume of public money that he utilized to enrich himself along with his closest allies through devious ways like money laundering.
           In the cartoon, Thomas Nast used exaggeration whereby he overdid the physical characteristics of people to emphasize his point. For instance, William Magear Tweed has a heavy and bulky body while the citizens are thin and emaciated depicting that he profits from their proceeds meant to benefit the public. 
“The Politics of Fear” by Barry Blitt
The Politics of Fear was edited by the New York Times in July 14th, 2008, https://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/14/world/americas/14iht-york.3.14484322.html 
People shown
· Barak Obama
· Michele Obama
· Osama
Symbols used
· Muslim garb = close association 
· Military gear = domestic terrorism linked with the Panthers
           The cartoon has the overall message of illustrating that then-president Obama was a sympathizer with religious extremists. Blitt illuminates Obama dressed in a turban and a white robe and in the painting above, Osama is dressed similar to the president (Blitt p.171). On the other hand, Michele was dressed in military gear. The cartoon was aimed at brandishing the then-president Obama as a collaborator with terrorist organizations.
           During the tenure of Obama as the US president, his faith was subjected to considerable criticism since he was christened a Muslim. Thus the cartoon used the notion to further the agenda that Obama was conspiring and sympathizing with religious extremists. Politicians of the Republican Party agreed with the message of the cartoon to derail Obama’s involvement within the Christian church.
           Blatty uses the persuasive technique of labeling by ensuring that Obama is dressed in similar attires to Osama, an infamous terrorist figure. Also, Blatt uses satire to highlight the prejudices regarding Obama.
Benjamin Franklin’s “Join or Die”
Cartoon “Join or die” was authored by Benjamin Franklin and became published in The Pennsylvania Gazette in 1754, https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002695523/ It advocated for the joining together of then-disjointed colonies to forestall the expansion of the French and Native Americans. 
People shown
· Benjamin Franklin
Symbols used
· A snake = illusion
· Image of ‘join or die’ snake = a threat to others
The overall message of “join or die” was a warning that Benjamin Franklin was issuing to the British colonies within America to unite and overcome oppression from the French and the Natives (Franklin p.171). During the time, the French and Indian War encompassed the Seven Year’s War where Great Britain fought against the Thirteen Colonies and the French, New France along with their native allies.
Various persuasive techniques are utilized in join or die cartoon. Benjamin Franklin used symbolism to communicate the message of his cartoon. For example, there was a woodcut with a snake cut into eights that signified the need for the British colonies to unite fight against the French and their native allies. Also, Franklin used analogy by drawing a comparison between two unlike people – the French including their allies and the British colonies.
Herblock’s Here He Comes 
	“Here He Comes Now” is a political cartoon authored by Herbert Lawrence Block published in the Washington Post in 1954, www.loc.gov/exhibits/herblock/here-he-comes-now.html#obj1. 
People shown
· Richard Nixon 
· Senator McCarthy
Symbols
· Watergate scandal = corruption 
· Burning ‘doctored phot’ and ‘faked letter’ = McCarthyism 
The overall message of the carton is to analyze the political rise and fall of Richard M. Nixon. Block meticulously highlights the beginning of Nixon’s political journey from the 1940s and 1950s (Heitzmann p.211). He posits that Nixon utilized “dirty tricks” during his governance of congressional office. Also, Block assigns that Nixon used an ‘anti-communist campaign in 1954 a move that impaired the careers of renowned senators. Besides, the Cartoon elucidates the role played by Nixon in the Watergate break-in as well as a cover-up. 
           The persuasive technique used by Block is irony. This is because Nixon who has been entrusted with holding the congressional office uses ‘dirty tricks’ to champion vested interest. He was elected in the office to ensure that corrupt dealings are alleviated, however, he uses it as a conduit to accomplish his ill-intentions. 
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